
R E S T R I C T E D


STATION HEADQUARTERS


THREE HUNDRED EIGHTY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) AAF


Office of the Station Commander



A.P.O. 634, c/o Postmaster

AG 350.33 (5-21-43) (OB-S-AF-M)
New York City, New York.



1 August, 1943.

SUBJECT: Missing Air Crew Report.

TO
  : Commanding General, Headquarters, Ninth U. S. Air Force,


    (THRU CHANNELS)

1.  In compliance with Letter, Hq., 9th Air Force, File AG 360.33

(5-21-43) (OB-S-AF-M) dated 23 May, 1943, the following Missing Air 
Crew Report is submitted.

 1.
ORGANIZATION: Location Site 16 Benghazi:  Command or Air Force:


Air Force:  Group  389th Bomb Gp (H) AAF:  Squadron  564th Bomb Sq:
 2.
SPECIFY:  Point of Departure Site LO Benghazi: Course 354 Degrees :

Intended destination Campina, Rumania: Type of Mission Combat     :

 3.
WEATHER CONDITIONS AND VISIBILITY AT TIME OF CRASH OR WHEN LAST RE-


PORTED:   Visibility 20 miles (20) Ceiling unlimited, Last sighted:

 4.
GIVE:  (a)  August 1/43: Time 12:14 hours: Location 45°00 ? 25°44:

 5.
AIRCRAFT WAS LOST, OR IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN LOST, AS A RESULT OF



Ship caught fire from blaze that started after explosion
 6.
AIRCRAFT: Type, Model & Series B-24-D AAF Serial Number 42-40753  :
 7.
ENGINES : Type, Model & Series Pratt & Whitney: R-1830-43:   43   :

(a) 42-86842  (b) 42-86882  (c) 41-86792  (d) 4?-61??

 8.
INSTALLED WEAPONS (Furnish below Make, Type and Serial Number)


(a) Unknown 
(b) Unknown 
(c) Unknown
(d) Unknown 

(e) Unknown 
(f) Unknown 
(g) Unknown
(h) Unknown 

 9.
THE PERSONS LISTED BELOW WERE REPORTED AS: (a)  Battle Casualties :

10.
NUMBER OF PERSONS ABOARD AIRCRAFT:  Crew  10 :  Passengers 0: Total 10:



Crew Position
Name in full
Rank
Serial Number

 1.
Pilot
Hughes, Lloyd H. KIA
2nd  1st Lieut.,
O-666292

 2.
Co-Pilot
Helder, Ronald L. KIA
2nd Lieut.,
O-704807


 3.
Navigator
Pear, Sidney A. KIA
2nd Lieut., 
O-797379


 4.
Bombardier
McLoughlin, John A. KIA
2nd Lieut., 
O-734948


 5.
Aerial Engineer
Mix, Joseph E. KIA
T/Sgt.,
39083291


 6.
Radio Operator
Kase, Louis M. KIA
T/Sgt.,
33059883


 7.
Aerial Gunner
Smith, Edmund H. RMC
S/Sgt., 
38069333 RTD

 8.
Aerial Gunner
Wilson, Avis K. KIA
S/Sgt.,
13035110


 9.
Aerial Gunner
Hoff, Thomas A. RMC
S/Sgt., 
16131240 RTD

10.
Aerial Gunner
Dalton, Molcolm C. KIA
S/Sgt.,
36264953

11.
INDENTIFY BELOW THOSE PERSONS WHO ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE LAST 

KNOWLEDGE OF AIRCRAFT AND CHECK APPROXIMATE COLUM TO INDI-


CATE BASIS FOR SAME.


Name in Full
Rank
ASN
Contacted
Last
Saw





By Radio
sighted
Crash

Philip P Ardery
Capt.
O-325990

(stamped)

AUG 8 RECD


R E S T R I C T E D
End of Transcription

Rajordan Notes: 

· Full names are: 

· Malcolm Clay Dalton 

· Ronald L. Helder 

· Thomas A. Hoff 

· Lloyd Herbert Hughes 

· Louis N. Kase 

· John A. McLoughlin 

· Joseph E. Mix 

· Sidney A. Pear 

· Edmund H. Smith 

· Avis Kenneth Wilson 
· Text in this font is typewritten information.

· Text in this font is handwritten information. 
· Helder’s serial number is variously reported as O-704807 and O-740807.
· Abbreviations:

· 2nd Lieut – Second Lieutenant

· KIA – Killed in Action
· RMC – Returned to Military Control?

· RTD – Returned to Duty
· S/Sgt – Staff Sergeant

· T/Sgt – Technical Sergeant

