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13.
IF PERSONNEL ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE SURVIVED, ANSWER YES TO ONE 


OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS:  (a) Parachutes were used ______;


(b) Persons were seen walking away from scene of crash ______;


or (c) Any other reason (Specify) Two known survivors: seven 


known killed; one MIA

14.
ATTACH AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH, ?P, CHART, OR SKETCH, SHOWING APPROX-


IMATE LOCATION WHERE AIRCRAFT WAS LAST SEEN OR HEARD FROM.


A/C crashed 2 miles Southwest Steaua Romana Oil Ref. in river bed:

15.
ATTACH EYEWITNESS DESCRIPTION OF CRASH, FORCED LANDING OR OTHER


CIRCUMSTANCES PERTAINING TO MISSING AIRCRAFT.



See below

16.
GIVE NAME, RANK AND SERIAL NUMBER OF OFFICER IN CHARGE OF SEARCH


IF ANY, INCLUDING DESCRIPTION AND EXTENT. None


DATE OF REPORT 24 January 1945 



Donald D. Palmblad

(Signature of Preparing Officer

DONALD D. PALMBLAD  CAPT  AC

17.
REMARKS OR EYEWITNESS STATEMENTS:

It has been substantiated by a returned crew member now in the ZOI,

S/SGT Edmond M. Smith, 38069333, that the following occurred 

regarding aircraft 42-40753:


The assigned level of attack on this target lay between 250 

and 350 feet with Lt Hughes flying in one of the last elements. 

Shortly before the target the gas tanks in the bomb bay and left 

wing of Lt Hughes aircraft were punctured by small caliber

antiaircraft fire and bad gas leaks developed. The target had

been well hit by preceding elements and flames from the burning

oil were shooting well above the assigned level of attack. As

Lt. Hughes flew over the target flames ignited the gas flowing

from the punctured tanks. The aircraft caught fire and crash 

landed in a river bed, two miles Southwest of the target. The 

only known survivors of the crash are S/Sgt Smith and S/Sgt 

Thomas A. Hoff, 16131240, both since returned to the ZOI. T/Sgt

Joseph E. Mix, 39083291, is still carried as MIA.

Walter H. Andrews 


WALTER H. ANDREWS

Capt, Air Corps,


S-2 Officer.

(stamp)

MAR 5 1945
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End of Transcription

Rajordan Notes: 
· Full names are: 

· Thomas A. Hoff 

· Lloyd Herbert Hughes 

· Joseph E. Mix 

· Edmund H. Smith 

· Text in this font is typewritten information.

· Text in this font is handwritten information. 

· Abbreviations:

· A/C – Air Craft

· AC – Air Corps

· Capt – Captain

· Lt – Lieutenant

· MIA – Missing in Action

· Ref – Refinery

· S/Sgt – Staff Sergeant

· S-2 – ?

· T/Sgt – Technical Sergeant

· ZOI – Zone of Interior
