
C O N F I D E N T I A L


WAR DEPARTMENT

HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

WASHINGTON

MISSING AIR CREW REPORT
1.
ORGANIZATION: Location, by Name  AAF 114           Command or Air Force   8th AF -

Group  389th Bomb           Squadron  564th Bomb          Detachment      --     -
2.
SPECIFY: Place of Departure  Berca IV, Benghazi          Course  143º -

Target or Intended Destination  Ploesti, Roumania       Type Mission  Operational -
3.
WEATHER CONDITIONS AND VISIBILITY AT TIME OF CRASH OR WHEN LAST REPORTED:

                            CAVU

4.
GIVE:
(a) Day  1   Month  Aug  Year  1943     Time  1214  -

Location     4508N - 2544E       -of last known whereabouts of missing aircraft.


(b) Specify whether aircraft was last sighted (  ); Last contacted by 

radio (  ); Forced down (  ); seen to crash (x) or information not available (  )
5.
AIRCRAFT WAS LOST, OR IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN LOST, AS A RESULT OF: (Check 

only one) Enemy Aircraft (  ); Enemy Anti-Aircraft (x); Other Circumstances as

follows: Gas leak in bomb bay and left wing ignited by flames from target
6.
AIRCRAFT: Type, Model and Series  B-24 D          -AAF Serial Number  42-40753 –
7.
NICKNAME OF AIRCRAFT, If any    Unknown     -
8.
ENGINES: Type, Model, and Series  Unknown               AAF SERIAL NO.

(a) ______________
(b) ______________
(c) ______________
(d) ______________
9.
INSTALLED WEAPONS (Furnish below make, type and serial number):

(a) ______________
(b)   Unknown     
(c) ______________
(d) ______________

(e) ______________
(f) ______________
(g) ______________
(h) ______________

(i) ______________
(j) ______________
(k) ______________
(l) ______________

(m) ______________
(n) ______________
(o) ______________
(p) ______________
10.
PERSONS LISTED BELOW ARE REPORTED AS: (a) Battle casualty    xx  -

or (b) non-battle casualty _________
11.
NUMBER OF PERSONS ABOARD AIRCRAFT: Crew  10  Passengers _____; Total  10 –

(starting with the Pilot, furnish the following particulars: If more than 11 

persons were aboard aircraft, list similar particulars on separate sheet and 

attach original to this form.)  see attached report
Current

Crew Position
Last Name First
Rank
Serial Number
Status
1
Pilot
Hughes, Lloyd, H.
2nd Lt
O-666292
KIA
2
Co-Pilot
Helder, Ronald, L. 
2nd Lt
O-740807
KIA
3
Navigator
Pear, Sidney, A. 
2nd Lt
O-797379
KIA
4
Bombardier
McLoughlin, John, A. 
2nd Lt
O-734948
KIA
5
Radio Operator
Kase, Louis, N. 
T/Sgt
33059883
KIA
6
Engineer
Mix, Joseph, E.
T/Sgt
39083291
MIA
7
Ball Gunner
Wilson, Avis, K. 
S/Sgt
13035110
KIA
8
Right Waist
Smith, Edmond, H.
S/Sgt
38069333
RTD
9
Left Waist
Dalton, Malcolm, C. 
S/Sgt
36264953
KIA
10
Tail Gunner
Hoff, Thomas. A. 
S/Sgt
16131240
RTD
11
Command Pilot
xxx
12. 
IDENTIFY BELOW THOSE PERSONS WHO ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE LAST KNOWLEDGE OF AIR-

CRAFT, AND CHECK AN APPROPRIATE COLUMN TO INDICATE BASIS FOR SAME:

Check Only One Column





Contacted
In
Saw

  
  Name in Full

Serial 
  by
Last
Saw
Forced


(Last Name First)
Rank /
Number
Radio
Sighted
Crash
Landing

1 ________________________________________________________________________ 

2  Smith, Edmond H.
S/Sgt
38069333             
 x               -

3 ________________________________________________________________________ 

C O N F I D E N T I A L

End of Transcription
Rajordan Notes: 

· Text in this font is typewritten information.

· Text in this font is handwritten information. 

· Helder’s serial number is variously reported as O-704807 and O-740807
· Abbreviations:

· 2nd Lt  – Second Lieutenant

· 2nd Lt – Second Lieutenant

· CAVU – Ceiling And Visibility Unlimited
· KIA – Killed in Action
· MIA – Missing in Action

· RTD – Returned to Duty
· S/Sgt – Staff Sergeant

· T/Sgt – Technical Sergeant

