AFP?
MISSING AIR CREW REPORT
MACR NO #157

WAR DEPARTMENT

HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

WASHINGTON
IMPORTANT: This report will be compiled in triplicate by each Army Air Forces 
organization within 48 hours of the time an aircraft is officially reported missing.
1.
ORGANIZATION: LOCATION:  Site 10 Benghazi  
AIR FORCE 


GROUP:  389th Bm.  (H) AAF           SQUADRON:  564th Bm.       DETACHMENT: 

2.
SPECIFY: POINT OF DEPARTURE:  Sit 10 Benghazi          COURSE:  354 Degrees 


INTENDED DESTINATION:  Campina, Rumania          TYPE OF MISSION:  Combat 

3.
WEATHER CONDITIONS AND VISIBILITY AT THE TIME OF CRASH WHEN LAST REPORTED: 


 Visibility 20 miles (20) Ceiling unlimited, last sighted.

4.
GIVE:
(A) DATE:  1 Aug 43     TIME:  12:14 hours       AND LOCATION OF LAST KNOWN 

WHEREABOUTS OF MISSING AIRCRAFT:  45º09' N 25º44' E


(B) SPECIFY WHETHER: ( ) LAST SIGHTED   ( ) LAST CONTACTED BY RADIO

( ) FORCED DOWN   ( ) SEEN TO CRASH   ( ) INFORMATION NOT AVAILABLE
5.
AIRCRAFT WAS LOST, OR IS BELIEVE TO HAVE BEEN LOST, AS THE RESULT OF (CHECK ONLY 

ONE):
( ) ENEMY AIRCRAFT    ( ) ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT    ( ) OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES AS 

FOLLOWS:

 Ship caught fire from blaze that started after explosion. 

6.
AIRCRAFT: TYPE, MODEL AND SERIES:  B-24-D          AAF SERIAL NO:  42-40753

7.
ENGINES: TYPE, MODEL AND SERIES: PRATT & WHITNEY: R-1830-43  AAF SERIAL NO: (A)  42-86842


             (B) 42-86882            (C) 42-86792        (D) 42-61283

8.
INSTALLED WEAPONS: FURNISH BELOW MAKE, TYPE AND SERIAL NUMBERS:

(A) Unknown 
(B) Unknown 
(C)  Unknown
(D)    Unknown


(E) Unknown 
(F) Unknown 
(G)  Unknown
(H)    Unknown

9.
THE PERSONS LISTED BELOW WERE REPORTED AS:
(A) BATTLE CASUALTY  Battle Casualty: 




(B) NON BATTLE CASUALTY 

10.
NUMBER OF PERSONS ABOARD AIRCRAFT: CREW:  10   PASSENGERS:  0    TOTAL:  10

(Starting with the pilot, furnish the following particulars. If more than 11 persons were aboard the aircraft, list similar particulars on separate sheet and attach original to this form)


 NAME IN FULL

SERIAL
   CREW POSITION
LAST NAME FIRST
RANK
NUMBER
STATUS

(1)
PILOT
Hughes, Lloyd, H.
2nd Lt.
O-666292
KIA 

(2)
CO-PILOT
Helder, Ronald, L. 
2nd Lt.
O-704807
DED 

(3)
NAV.
Pear, Siney, A. 
2nd Lt.
O-797379
KIA 


(4)
BOMBARDIER
McLoughlin, John, A. 
2nd Lt.
O-734948
KIA

(5)
Aerial Engr.
Mix, Joseph, E.
T/Sgt.
39083291
KIA

(6)
Radio Op.
Kase, Louis, N. 
T/Sgt.
33059883
KIA 

(7)
Aerial Gn. 
Smith, Edmund, H.
S/Sgt.
38069333
EUS?

(8)
Aerial Gn.
Wilson, Avis, K. 
S/Sgt.
13035110
KIA 

(9)
Aerial Gn.
Dalton, Malcolm, C. 
S/Sgt.
36264953
KIA 

(10)
Aerial Gn.
Hoff, Thomas. A. 
S/Sgt.
16131240
EUS? 

(11) 


11.
IDENTIFY BELOW THOSE PERSONS WHO ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE LAST KNOWLEDGE OF AIRCRAFT, 

AND CHECK AN APPROPRIATE COLUMN TO INDICATE BASIS FOR SAME:

   NAME IN FULL

SERIAL
CONTACTED
LAST
SAW
SAW FORCED

LAST NAME FIRST
RANK
NUMBER
BY RADIO
SIGHTED
CRASH
  LANDING


(1) Philip P. Ardery
Capt.
O-325990
X


(2)


(3)

12.
IF PERSONNEL ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE SURVIVED, ANSWER YES TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING 

STATEMENTS: (A) PARACHUTES WERE USED   (B) PERSONS WERE SEEN WALKING AWAY FROM SCENE

OF CRASH    OR (C) ANY OTHER REASON ????   It is unknown whether or not any member 


of the crew survived because there was no indication of any parachutes after*

13.
ATTACH EYEWITNESS DESCRIPTION OF CRASH, FORCED LANDING OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES 

PERTAINING TO MISSING AIRCRAFT: Description attached. -
14.
ATTACH AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH, MAP, ???? OR SKETCH SHOWING APPROXIMATE LOCATION 

WHERE AIRCRAFT WAS LAST SEEN. Chart attached. -
15.
ATTACH A DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTENT OF SEARCH, IF ANY, AND GIVE NAME, RANK AND SERIAL 

NUMBER OF OFFICER IN CHARGE No search was made.


 2 August 43 
 KENNETH B. PACKER -

(Date of Report)
 (Signature of preparing officer)

 KENNETH B. PACKER
REMARKS. (Use additional sheet if necessary)
 2nd Lieut., Air Corps,

 Adjutant.
 *ship had started down. -
End of Transcription
Rajordan Notes: 

· Full names are: 

1. Malcolm Clay Dalton 

2. Ronald L. Helder 

3. Thomas A. Hoff 

4. Lloyd Herbert Hughes 

5. Louis N. Kase 

6. John A. McLoughlin 

7. Joseph E. Mix 

8. Sidney A. Pear 

9. Edmund H. Smith 

10. Avis Kenneth Wilson 
· Text in this font is typewritten information.

· Text in this font is handwritten information. 

· Helder’s serial number is variously reported as O-704807 and O-740807
· Up the right edge outside of the margin of the original document hand printed in what appears to have been pencil is the following: 

42-40753    “EAqER EAGLE”

Note that the two different G’s are not written the same way.)
· Abbreviations:
· 2nd Lieut – Second Lieutenant

· 2nd Lt – Second Lieutenant

· Aerial Engr – Aerial Engineer

· Aerial Gn – Aerial Gunner

· Bm – Bomber

· DED – Determined Dead
· EUS – Evacuated to United States

· KIA – Killed in Action
· NAV – Navigator

· S/Sgt – Staff Sergeant

· Sit – Site

· T/Sgt – Technical Sergeant

